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Name: Barton western wheatgrass (Agropyron smi th i i )  - 
Accession Numbers: 

Origin: A f i e l d  co l lec t ion  of  seed from natural grassland on c lay  bottom- 
land along Walnut Creek near Heizer, Bartan County, Kansas. The first 
col lec t ion  was by SCS i n  1947. Subsequent co l lec t ions  were made by com- 
mercial seedsmen. Annual prec ip i ta t ion  i n  t h i s  area is about 23 inches. 

PM-K-402, PM-K-27, and KG-2036 

\Method of breeding or select ion:  No Selection. 
ncrease of the field 

seed col lect ion.  Generations of increase Limited t o  three  classes: 
Foundation, Renistered, and Certlfled. . .  
Description: A strongly rhizomatous 1s 
between the  northern and southern types 
when grown i n  western Kansas and is r e l a t ive ly  free of r u s t  a t  Manhattan,! 
In  p lo t  evaluations a t  the Manhattan Plant Center it was superior  i n  for-  
age production and disease res i s tance  t o  accessions representing three 

-areas where western wheatgrass seed is 
mercial seed t rade ;  namely, the  Milk R i  
South Dakota; and Dal'nart, Texas. 
comparison with 16 other  accessions 
first i n  seed culm development and 

Seed y ie lds  a t  the  Manhattan Plant Ce 
on Colby s o i l  near Oa 
pounds of 50 percent 
fa l l  appl icat ion of 4 
and heading), the average y i e ld  f o r  three 
of clean seed per  acre on experimental p l  

rmediate in growth 
le evidence of rust 
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