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. -  NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'ROSANA' WESTHW WHEATGRASS 

The P lan t  Sciences Divis ion,  S o i l  Conservation Serv ice ,  USDA, and t h e  
Montana A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experiment S t a t i o n  announce t h e  r e l e a s e  of Rosana 
western wheatgrass (Agropyron smitkii Rydb.) . It w a s  developed by J. R .  
S t r o h  and A. A. Thornburg, SCS P lan t  Materials Center ,  Bridger,  Montana, 
and A .  L .  Dubbs, Central Montana Research Center, Moccasin, Montana. 

-- - 

Rosana i s  an open p o l l i n a t e d  l i n e  (experimental des ignat ions  P-15582 and 
M-23) c o l l e c t e d  from na t ive  meadows along Porcupine Creek northwest of 
Forsyth,  Montana, i n  1959. 
s e l e c t i o n .  

Rosana e x h i b i t s  exce l l en t  seedl ing v igor  and ease of establishment.  The 
seeds have a high percentage of germination. 
rhizomatous and produce a t i g h t  sod r e s i s t a n t  t o  trampling and vehicular  
t r a f f i c .  The p1ant.s are blue-gr .een,~leafy ,  moderately f i n e  stemmed, and 
produce high seed y i e l d s .  Forage production is equal  t o  ot'ner s.ccessions 
o f  western vhea tg rass .  It i s  adapted t o  medium- t o  f ine- textured s o i l s ,  
n e u t r a l  t o  s t rong ly  a l k a l i n e ;  i r r i g a t e d  s i t e s ,  overflow bottomlands, or 
dryland with 14 inches o r  more p r e c i p i t a t i o n ;  f la t  t o  moderately r o l l i n g  
topography i n  t h e  northern Rocky Mountain region and adjacent  Great P l a i n s .  

Rosana w a s  developed f o r  i r r i g a t e d  hay or pasture i n  shor t  water supply 
areas and overflow s i tes ,  o r  reseeding dryland range s i tes .  

Breeder and foundation seed of Rosana i s  maintained by t h e  SCS P l a n t  Mate- 
riels Center ,  S r idger ,  Montana, and is  increased under t h e  l i m i t e d  genera- 
t i o n  program ceeogLizing foundation and c e r t i f i e d  seed c l a s s e s .  
seed i s  ava i l ab le .  

Release d a t e  o f  Rosana western wheatgrass i s  May 1, 1972. 

The c o l l e c t i o n  was d i r e c t l y  increased without 

The plants  a r e  s t rong ly  

Foundation 

C-d. .-<.,, i >J ?/7/?3 
7'" I 

I 

Montana A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experiment S t a t i o n  


