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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'PRYOR' SLENDER WHEATGRASS 

The Plant  Sciences Division, So i l  Conservation Service,  United States 
Department of Agriculture,  and the  Agricultural  Experiment S ta t ions  of Montana 
and Wyoming; i n  cooperation with the  United Sta tes  Department of I n t e r i o r ,  
Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation and Enforcement; and the  Conservation 
D i s t r i c t s  of Montana and Wyordng announce the r e l ease  of 'Pryor'  s l ender  
wheatgrass [m (Link) Gould ex Shinnets] (syn. 
frachvcaulum). It was develoied by the  So i l  Conservation Service P lan t  
Materials  Center a Bridger a Monta-ia. 

Pryor was t e s t ed  under the  experimental designation of PI-432403 and M-1030. 
It was or ig inated  a s  a c o l l r c t i o n  from a dry drainageway wi th in  a sa l ine -  
upland range si te.  Seed was col lec ted  from an area approximately 20 f e e t  
wide and 100 f e e t  long. Th'e c o l l e c t i o n  s i te  i s  i n  the  Cottonwood Creek 
drainage wi th in  the  Clarks Fork of the  Yellowstone River Valley, between the  
Pryor and Beartooth Mountains. The area  receives l e s s  than,25 centimeters  of 
annual p rec ip i t a t ion ,  and is a t  an e levat ion  of 1,400 meters. The c o l l e c t i o n  
was d i r e c t l y  increased without select ion.  

Pryor i s  a short- lived, cool-season, perennial  bunchgrass adapted t o  areas i n  
Montana and Wyoming receiving more than 18 centimeters  of annual 
prec ip i ta t ion .  Pryor is supqrior t o  o ther  slender wheatgrass accessions i n  
s a l t  and drought tolerance and eeedling vigor. 



I 1 )  

Pryor wab tested and developed primari ly kor use  i n  mixtures f o r  conservation 
and reclamation plantings.  This includes range revegeta t ion ,  c o a l  and 
bentoni te  reclamation, and sa l ine-a lkal in3  af fec ted  areas.  

Breeder and foundation seed of Pryor i s  u t in ta ined  by the  SCE; Plant  Mater ia ls  
Center ,  Bridger, Montana. Foundation, r ;@gis tered ,  and c e t t i f i e d  seed c l a s s e s  
are recognized . 

I Release d a t e  of Pryor s lender wheatgrass ' is May 20, 1988. 

se tva t ion  Service Date , 

; 

&(, )A  JJ hdibL--- 
+rec to r  
Montana Agr icul tura l  Experiment S ta t ion  

Montana 

A 

dyoming 

Direc tor  
Wyoming Agr icul tura l  Experiment S ta t ion  

and Technology Division 
t 0.  S.-Department of Agriculture 
4 '  i S o i l  Conservation Service 

'' Date 

Date 

Ddte 


